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Virna Koutla

Void Studio

H Bipva KoUtAa eival Apxitéktovag, I6putrg kat Creative Director tou
Void Studio. Znovdace ApxitekToviky oto EMI Kal amékTnoe Yetamtu-
Xlako dimlwpa and To Royal College of Art Tou Aovdivou. H Bipva gpya-
otnke wg designer kal kaAAITéxvig oto Aovdivo kat tn Atcafova, mpiv
emoTpePel otnv ABriva yla va epyacTtei oe YEYAAQ APXITEKTOVIKA KAl TTO-
AITloTIKA €pya. To €pyo TNG €xel mapouotlaotei Kat Bpapeutei oe eKBETELQ
kal ouveédpla otnv Evpwnn, tTnv lanwvia kat g HMA.

Vyrna Koutla is an Architect, Founder and Creative Director of Void Studio.
She studied Architecture at the NTUA and holds a Master's degree from the
Royal College of Art, London. Vyrna worked as a designer and artist in Lon-
don and Lisbon before returning to Athens to work on major architectural
and cultural projects. Her work has been presented and awarded in exhibi-
tions and conferences in Europe, Japan and the USA.
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Eufrosini Kristalli

CRYSTAL Construction Engineering

H CRYSTAL Construction Engineering, pe I16putpla kat AleuvBivouvca Z0uBouio tnv ka Euvppoaivn Kpu-
OTAAAN, pe €dpa otn Mudada, mpoodepel Eva eLpL GACKA UTINPECLWV KATAOKELNG Kal Slaxeiplong olko-
SOpIKWV £pywv, aveEapTrnTou KAipakag kal moAUTIAoKOTNTAG. Me adoaoiwan, cuveyr mapakoAolBnon kat
ipocappoyr otig eEeNEEIG TOL KAASOU, TIG KAIVOTOUEG KATAOKELAOTIKEG AUCELG, TA VESTEPA TEXVOAOYIKA
epyaAeia kat Pnolakd pEca, Tn CUCTNHATIKA EKTIAIGELON, KABWG KAl Pe pia avotnpd erAeypevn opdda,
Slaodalilel éva apTio arnotéAeopa pe vrievbuvoTtnTa Kat Stapavela. Qg pélog Tou Opyaviopot US GREEN
BUILDING COUNSIL (USGBC), oupyBdAel kat uvrtootnpilel Tig dpaocelg Tov USGBC yia €va 1o mpdaotvo
KAl EUNUEPOVEVO PEANOV. 2TOXOG TNG ETALPEIAG €ival, va VIOBETEL BLLWOIUEG KAl LTTEVBUVEG TIPAKTIKEG, TIOU
Ba emnpedlouv BeTikA TNV {wr) TWV AVOPWTIWV Kal TIOAU PJETA TNV OAOKANPWON TWV EPYACLWV TNG.

CRYSTAL Construction Engineering, founded and managed by Mrs. Eufrosini Kristalli, is a construction com-
pany based in Glyfada. It offers a comprehensive range of construction and management services for con-
struction projects of any scale or complexity. By demonstrating dedication, continuous monitoring and
adaptation to industry developments, innovative construction solutions, the latest technological tools and
digital media, systematic training, as well as a strictly selected team, it ensures a perfect result with responsi-
bility and transparency. As a member of the US Green Building Council (USGBC), it contributes to and supports
USGBC's actions for a greener and more prosperous future. The company's goal is to adopt sustainable and
responsible practices that will positively impact people's lives long after its operations are complete.
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H Kataokeun

oto Enikevtpo

BoH: H avakaivion tou diwpopou Siauepioparoc otn Ppeartvda,
Tou POoPATa oAoKAnpwaoare, dlakpliveTal yia TNV UNxavikn Ttne
aéiac - value engineering. MIAoTe Lac yia TNV KATAOKEUAOTIKY 0AC
TOOCEYYION.

E.K.: H kataokeun eival €éva otddlo moAL dnuiovpytlkd aAAd Kat 1d1-
aitepa anartnTiko, elSIKOTEPA OTAV XPEIAlETAL VA EMEPPOLIE OTOV
PEPOVTA OPYAVIOUO UPIOTAEVWY KTIPIWV. ZTO GUYKEKPLUEVO Proj-
ect, auTo Tou TETVXAYE PE TNV OPAdA €PYOUL ATAV, N CUVEVWON TWV
600 aveEApTNTWYV SIAUEPIOUATWY, e TNV TIPOCHNKN ECWTEPIKOV KAL-
HaKooTaciov, oVPGWVA HE TIG ATIAITACELG TIC APXITEKTOVIKNG HEAE-
NnG. O1 enepPdoelg auteg eival e€eldikevpéveg, anartolv LPNAN
TEXVOYVWOoia Kal bAoTtolobvTal Pe TNV ouvexn emiAedn kal kabo-
6rjynon Twv pnXavikwy tng eTalpeiag pag.

BoH: [olec kKaTtaokeuQoTIKEG AETTITOLEQEIEC TTPOCSISOLY QUTH THV
braitepn arudogaipa oTo EPYO, eEUNINPETWVTAG TAUTOXPOVA, TOOO
aloBnTIKA TO OVVOAO TNG KATOIKIAG, 000 KAl ASITOUPYIKA TIC QVAYKES
TOU XPnotn;

E.K.: To cuykekplpévo dlapéplopa oxedldaotnke € OAOKArpou aro
TNV Ka KoUTAq, pe éudacn otnv Aemtopépeld. Av TIpENEL va Eexw-
piow kdAroleg custom kKaTaokeveg, Ba ATAv Ciyovpa N KEVIPIKNA
pappdptvn vnoida 3,5 pétpwy, n oroia oxedldoTnke Kal emevdL-
Bnke pe pdppapo amazon jungle [vein matching] kat arotelei 1600,
TO onpeio avadopag TNG APXITEKTOVIKIG oUVBeoNG, 000 Kal TO KEV-
TPO avadpopdag TOu TEAIKOUL Xprnatn, Kabwg Kal n pacie koumaotn,
n ortoia opAelBNKe €' OAOKANPOL OTO £pPYO, £TCOL WWOTE VA AKOAOUL-
Beil TNV YAUTTTIKOTNTA TOL E0WTEPIKOV KALLIAKOOTAGIOU. TO GUVOAIKO
ALoONTIKO ATTOTEAEOHQ, TIPOKUTTTEL ATIO TIG AETITOUEPEIG CUVAPHIOYES
OAWV TWV LAIKWV Kal 18laitepa Twv Jappdpwy, TTou Xxpnaolporoion-
Kav Kat rouv divouv tnv aiobnon, 6Tt Ta TPAYUATA LTIAPXAV TIAVTOTE
eKEl.

BoH: The renovation of the two-storey apartment in Freatida, which
you recently completed, is notable for its value engineering. Please
describe your construction approach.

E.K.: Construction is a highly creative but also highly demanding
stage, particularly when we need to intervene in the load-bearing
structure of existing buildings. In this project, our team successfully
joined two independent apartments and added an internal stair-
case, in line with the architectural design requirements. These in-
terventions are specialised and require high expertise, and they are
implemented with the continuous supervision and guidance of our
company's engineers.

BoH: Could you please elaborate on the construction details that con-
tribute to the distinctive ambience of the project while simultaneously
fulfilling the aesthetic and functional requirements of the entire resi-
dence and its users?

E.K.: This particular apartment was designed entirely by Ms.
Koutla, with a focus on attention to detail. If | were to identify some
custom-made elements, | would highlight the 3.5-metre marble
central island, designed and clad with Amazon Jungle [vein match-
ing] marble. This serves as both the reference point of the archi-
tectural composition and the end user's reference point.
Additionally, the solid handrail, which was crafted specifically for
this project, aligns with the sculptural nature of the interior stair-
case. The overall aesthetic effect is the result of the detailed as-
semblage of all the materials used, particularly the marbles, which
give the impression that the items have always been in situ.

BoH: H avakaivion tou diwpogpou Siauepiouaroc otn Ppeartvda, rmou
nmodopara oAokAnpwoarte, eivai €€ oAokArpou custom. Nolec mPokAnN-
O€EIC avTIUETWITIOATE;

B.K.: H katoikia otn ®peattdda mpogkuPe, amd Tn AEITOUPYIKI CUVE-
vwon SVo TPWNV avefaptnTwy dlaueplopaTwy. AuTo onuaivel, OTL 0
oxedlAoPOG TWV XWPwv akoAolBnoe € apxng eva dedopévo efwte-
PIKO TIEPIYPAUHA KAl OL VEEG AVAYKEG KAl ATIAITACELG TOL XProTn 0dEl-
Aav va eykiBwrtiCovtal oe avtd. H Bacikr mpokAnaon, Aotmodv, yla 1o
€pyo &ekivnoe ndn amnod tnv opydvwon Kat To layout, Tn AelToupyko-
TNTA TWV XWPWV O€ oxéon Pe TNV bdloTtdpevn doun (PEpovta oTolxeia,
avoiypata, Bedoelg, LPIOTAPEVEG EYKATAOTACELG) KAl TNV OPAAR pon
NG Kivnong oe opllOVTIO Kal Katakopudo, MAEoy, emninedo. O oxedla-
OpOG TOL GLVOAOUL, AAAA Kal KABe Xwpou Eexwplotd Pprke ekdpaon
pEoa amod pia ALTr) MAAETA LAIKWY, IOIOKATACKELWY KAl EIOIKWV AETITO-
HEPELDV TIOL OXESIATTNKAV KAl KATAOKELACTNKAV pe eTPEAela. H ov-
Cevgn AeltoupylKOTNTAG KAl ALOBNTIKNG ATTOTEAEDE TO PEYAAO OTOIXNUA
oe OAa Ta custom oTolkeia Tov XWpPou: arno tnv appoAdynaon Tou da-
TESOUL, TIG HappApLveg emevOVOELG, TIGC CUVAPHOYEG TWV SOUIKWY OTOL-
XEIWV PE TIC VEEC KATAOKEVLEG, MHEXPL TNV EVOWHATWON TWV
HUNXQAVOAOYIKWV OTOIXEIWY aTa ELAOLPYIKA, TIG OIAITEPEG AETITOUEPELEG
TWV PETAAAIKWY XWPIOUATWY KAl TNV KATAOKELN TNG E0WTEPIKNAG KAI-
HOKQAG HE TNV XELPOTIOINTN KOUTIAOTH. 2€ KABE KOUUATL TOL £PYOU, YVW-
povag tou oxedlacpol, aAAd Tautéxpova Kal peydAn mpodkAnon,
arnoTéAeoe n KaAUTepn duvatr Slaxeiplon Twv LAIKWVY Kat N dlatrpnon
piag eviaiag apxITEKTOVIKNG YAWOOAG Kal atpoodalpag, ov anavta
OTIG TIOLOTIKEG TIPOCBOKIEG KAl TOV TIPOUTIOAOYIONO TToU gixav Tebei yia
TO €pyo.

BoH: Aiatnprbnke n maAera twv Bacikwyv VAIKWY Tou apxikoU design
concept TNC avakaivionc Kat rmoia Xwpikn eunelpia aroAauBavouv ol

Xpnoree;

B.K.: Oswpw nwg n dlaitepn a&ia autrq TN katolkiag Bpioketal oto
oTL Katapépape va dlaodaiicovpe To apxiko design concept kat va
Slatnproouvpe TN Bacikr TMAAETA TWV LAIKWV, TIAPA TIG TIPOKANCELG TIOU
evexel éva custom €pyo. Kabe ywvia tng katoikiag eival oxedlaopevn
Je TPOTO, waoTte va efunnpetei aloBnTIKA To GUVOAO, AAAA Kal AelToup-
YIKA TIG avAykeg Tou xpnotn. lNa va 1o metvxouvpe autod, epacaue
péoa armo pia adidkorin diadikacia oxedlaouou, delyuaTiopwy, avabe-
wpnoewv, value engineering, otnv omoia Ta§éeéPape padi xept-xepl,
TOOO € TOV KATAOKELAOTH TOL €pYOU, OCO Kal e ToV Slo Tov xprotn.
H mpoooxr otn Aentopépela, n emipélela kabe Texvitn, n eveli€ia otnv
e€ebpean eVAANAKTIKWY AVCEWYV, OTIOL TA VAIKA TO anaitoloay, aro-
TéEAeoav TO KAeLdi yla TNV e€aodAAlon piag eviaiag apXITEKTOVIKAG
YAWOOoAG 0To oUVOAO TWV XWPWV. Méow auTng, ol XProTeG eival oe
B€on va aroAauPdavouy pia wplikr eumelpia, Omou N ASIToupPYIKOTNTA
Kal N aednTik cupmAékovtal, divovtag €tol pia laitepn TautoTNTA
oTNnV KabnuepvoTNTA TOUG.

Aopikn LuvBeon

ewpeTplag, Pwtde, YAKOTNTAC & XpWUATOC

BoH: The renovation of the two-storey apartment in Freatida,
which you recently completed, was a fully bespoke project. Please
describe the challenges you encountered.

V.K.: The apartment in Freatida was created by combining two
previously separate apartments to create a single functional unit.
This meant that the design of the spaces was based on a pre-
defined external contour, and any new needs and requirements
of the user had to be incorporated into it. The main challenge
for the project was therefore to organise and lay out the spaces
in a functional manner, taking into account the existing structure
(load-bearing elements, openings, views, existing installations)
and ensuring a smooth flow of movement in the horizontal and
now vertical planes. The design of the entire property, as well
as each individual space, was realised through the use of a sim-
ple palette of materials, bespoke structures and special details
that were meticulously designed and constructed. The objective
was to combine functionality and aesthetics in all the custom
elements of the space. This included the grouting of the floor,
the marble cladding, the assemblies of the structural elements
with the new constructions, the integration of the mechanical
elements into the joinery, the special details of the metal parti-
tions and the construction of the interior staircase with the hand-
made handrail. The design guideline, which was a major
challenge in every part of the project, aimed to ensure the best
possible management of materials and maintain a uniform ar-
chitectural language and atmosphere that met the quality ex-
pectations and budget set for the project.

BoH: Please confirm whether the palette of the original design
concept's basic materials has been maintained and describe the
spatial experience enjoyed by users.

V.K.: | believe the unique value of this residence is that we were
able to retain the original design concept and maintain the fun-
damental palette of materials, despite the challenges inherent
in a custom project. Every aspect of the property has been de-
signed with both aesthetic and functional considerations in
mind. To achieve this, we undertook a rigorous process of de-
sign, sampling, revisions and value engineering, working closely
with both the project developer and the user. The project bene-
fited from a high level of attention to detalil, rigorous craftsman-
ship, and a willingness to explore alternative solutions when
necessary. These factors were instrumental in achieving a uni-
fied architectural language across the various spaces. This re-
sults in users enjoying a spatial experience where functionality
and aesthetics are intertwined, thus giving a particular identity
to their everyday life.



